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AAfrica never fails to amaze—look up, 
and the sky itself presents a visual 
spectacle, transforming from a blazing  
orange at dawn to fl aming purple at 
dusk, and a jet black expanse awash 
with silver stars at night. On ground 
its lush and fecund land is populated 
with grasslands, jungles, rivers, 
marshes and a swarm of fl ora and fau-
na. The natural theatre routinely 
opens up to deliver the most magnifi -
cent performance, and is one of the 
reasons why my love affair with this 
continent remains an enduring and 
passionate one.

WILD THING
My most recent visit was to Botswana. 
It was also an introduction to Africa 
for my six-year-old, who I secretly and 
fervently wished would be as smitten 
by the land as her parents. I wasn’t 
wrong—the Okavango Delta, after all, 
is the mecca of safari destinations, and 
a great starting point to lead your child 
towards conservation. 

The 1000th World UNESCO Her-
itage site and one of the Seven Natu-
ral Wonders of Africa, its unique 
topography is created by the fl ooding of 

the plains by the Okavango riv-
er—every year, 11 million cubic 
metres of water rushes in to occupy the 
6,000-15,000 squa re kilometre area. 
What’s remarkable is that this mam-
moth mass of water doesn’t fall into 
an ocean or sea, it just evaporates. Not 
surprisingly, the delta is teeming with 
wildlife—elephants, buffalo, hippos, 
leopards, lions, cheetahs, antelope, hy-
enas and wild dogs, along with over 400 
species of birds and 70 species of fi sh.

 We stayed at the striking andBe-
yond Sandibe Okavango Safari Lodge 
(Andbeyond.com), designed by South 
African design fi rms Fox Browne and 
Nicholas Plewman Architects with 
UK studio Michaelis Boyd. Nestled 
amongst a palm and gnarled fi g tree 
forest, the lodge blends seamlessly 
into the landscape. The lobby rises out 
of trees with its huge curved wooden 
roof that creates an immense sense of 
scale, while the stairs rest in the bow-
er of trees leading to an elevated deck 
with views of the golden grasslands 
and a shining channel of water. 

Lantern-lit decks descend to a 
forest-level boma where endless 
light and limitless views defi ne the 

Wily jackals, snooping lions and speedy impalas—
Botswana has all the ing redients of a Jungle Book-style 

adventure, says PRITI MAHAJAN
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Sandibe also boasts 
exclusive traversing 
rights over a vast 
stretch of land adja-
cent to the wildlife-
rich Moremi Game 
Reserve. On our fi rst 
drive out, the forest 
was alive with the 
sounds of birds and 
animals on the go. Life 
in the jungle was dra-
matic as usual—we 
came upon a hungry 

pride of lions creeping stealthily upon a 
herd of unsuspecting gazelles in chore-
ographed slow motion. And just when 
they were within striking distance, the 
impalas, alerted by a raucous bunch of 
invisible baboons, sprang to safety so 
fast that the predators were left mo-
tionless. A subsequent drive saw a pair 
of jackals ravage a carcass of an ante-
lope killed by a pack of wild dogs. 

Lessons in the wild are many—the  
power of collaboration, hardwork and 
enterprise, and that nothing ever goes 
waste—once the predators are done, 
the scavengers feast. My daughter 
was left wide-eyed watching a grey-
crowned crane fi ercely protect its eggs 
and a colony of ants work tirelessly to 
build their home. She was captivated 
by the calls of the woodland kingfi sh-
er and stories of migration of the 
monarch butterfl ies.  When the Cess-
na arrived on the dusty airstrip next 
to the lodge to fl y us back, the pilot 
invited me up front to steer the six-
seater over the delta. As we fl ew over 
the marshland, many thoughts 
fl ashed in my mind—exhilaration, 
trepidation and, above all, gratitude 
for the precious gift I had received.  ■

experience. An interactive kitchen 
and a large table in the open dining 
area made from the root of an iron-
wood tree became our chosen spots 
for bird-watching. Mealtimes at the 
lodge are a creative feast. The chefs 
have a knack for rustling up some 
real wins—from farm-fresh greens to 
succulent meats cooked in local spic-
es. Out in the jungle and amidst na-
ture of such staggering beauty there 
is a simplicity and spontaneous joy 
that defi nes all interaction.

ANIMAL FARM
However, the big thrill is the am-
phibian drive through the Delta. At 
fi rst, our ranger drove straight into 
what looked like a lake, and soon the 
4x4 was half submerged. Even as we 
scrambled to the raised back of the 
vehicle, the ranger drove noncha-
lantly, waist-deep in water himself. It 
was only when it had happened the 
third time that we got used to it and 
started enjoying the manner in which 
the reeds swayed in the wake of our 
vehicle and how the sounds of the 
crickets rose in crescendo above the 
muffl ed roar of our engine.  

CHILD-FRIENDLY 
SAFARIS

AGE 6+ While the lions of Maasai Mara 
are exceptionally famous, the camps at 

Angama Mara also o� er younger guests 
a look into the Maasai lifestyle courtesy 
interactions with the local tribe. Here, 
interconnecting tents allow children to 
move freely, and on-ground activities 

ensure they learn everything from making 
fi re from wood to learning to di� erentiate 

between baboon and 
hyena tracks. Angama.com

AGE 8+ At Tanzania’s 
Klein’s Camp, chase 

the migration across the 
vast Serengeti, sign up for 

a hot-air balloon ride or 
watch the food chain play 
out live. Andbeyond.com

AGE 15+ A gorilla 
trek in Uganda is a 
transformative 

experience for most 
teens. At Clouds 

Mountain Gorilla 
Lodge, you can also 

sign up for other 
activities like horse 
riding, river rafting 

and interacting 
with pygmies. 
Andbeyond.com

The boma, an enclosure used to protect livestock from 
predators, also doubles up as an outdoor dining space

A drive through the vast Okavango Delta 
presents many DSLR-friendly moments
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