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tHis paGE in the time 
left between meals, game 
drives and bush-gazing, 
guests at Melton Manor 
can snuggle up with a book 
or gather a group for a 
game of 30 seconds in the 
library. oppositE a long-
lashed giraffe obligingly 
poses for a photograph.

a new farmhouse-style lodge on Kwandwe Private 
game reserve in the eastern Cape makes it 
possible to have your cake and eat it – all while 
watching the Big Five from your bedroom window
text and production elaine Coaton photographs Warren Heath

wild things
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erhaps it’s the few days I spent staying with my grandmother’s cousin on a farm 
in the Nuy Valley as a five-year-old that make me so nostalgic about farm life. 
My memories of this time are filled with the aroma of freshly baked bread, 

the sweet taste of homemade lemon cordial, and pyjama-wrapped hot-water bottles 
miraculously appearing in my bed at night.

Visiting Melton Manor in the Eastern Cape is like stepping back into my most 
comforting recollections of this time, but with the added excitement of being in Big 
Five territory. Instead of cows lowing in the fields, I’m woken in the early hours of the 
morning by the call of a jackal. Melton Manor is the newest (it opened in April) of 
four lodges located on Kwandwe Private Game Reserve near Grahamstown. Owned by 
ecotourism enterprise CC Africa, Kwandwe is set on 22 000 hectares of land in the 
Great Fish River Valley. And although there’s a brightly coloured crocheted blanket 
on the end of my bed pretty similar to those in my farm-holiday memories, there’s 
no need for a hot-water bottle. The underfloor heating keeps my room so toasty it’s 
near impossible to peel myself out of bed for the early-morning game drive. 

Guests rent the four-bedroom villa as a whole, which means chef Siziwe 
Nyamanda, butler Chris Kosi, ranger William Moss and tracker Sakhi Melani are 
all ours for the duration of our stay. This is not one-size-fits-all accommodation 
– even the slippers left next to my bed fit my size five feet perfectly. Check in and 
your group’s needs, tastes and interests become what dictate the rhythm of the day. 
Feel like a longer game drive? The kids want pizza for dinner and dough to play with 
while they wait? No problem. 

Meals at Melton Manor are an occasion. Not in a formal dress-up-for-dinner 
kind of way, but because of the care that has been taken in preparing each dish. 
Absolutely everything guests eat – from the vanilla ice cream served with our malva 
pudding at dinner to the berry preserve with our breakfast crumpets – is made on 
the premises. Lunch is never cheese on toast (unless that’s what you want) but a 
perfectly turned out roasted-veggie quiche, or beef and mushroom pie. Meals can 
be eaten in the dining room or outside at the pool – you might even find yourself 
being whisked off to a surprise venue for a bush breakfast. 

The U-shaped lodge is modelled on the farmhouses built in the area at the 
beginning of the 20th century. ‘It’s a celebration of Eastern Cape Frontier style 
with a twist, designed to make guests smile,’ says Chris Browne, CC Africa’s creative 
director. The interiors are the perfect mix of mid-20th-century furniture (think 
ball-and-claw armchairs and vintage armoires) and the latest in local design (I love 

the handmade clay chandeliers). Dotted among these are clever touches that give 
the newly built lodge a sense of history: old sports trophies serve as sugar bowls, 
leather trunks are used as side tables and a collection of croquet mallets decorates a 
wall. This theme extends to the library, where books are second-hand and feel more 
like somebody’s treasured collection built up over the years than something that was 
put together just a few months ago. Chris had much of the second-hand imbuia 
furniture – sourced in the area – painted the pinky-red colour that many succulents 
turn in cold weather (Plascon Majestic Promenade). ‘This makes the rooms look a 
little bit dressy and automatically links the spaces,’ he says.

Each of the bedrooms and adjoining en-suite bathrooms looks out onto the 
surrounding bush of aloe, euphorbia, acacia and spekboom. The view is fabulously 
calming during the day but a little uncanny at night: with no shutters to cover the 
bathroom’s wall of glass I feel a little exposed as I hop into the bath. Sitting there 
among the bubbles I struggle to shake the feeling that I’m being watched. Not by an 
urban variety of stalker but by the hundreds of pairs of wild eyes staring in at me 
from the darkness. Perhaps I’ve read too much of The Far Side, but it seems fitting 
revenge for the lion, aardwolf, kudu, eland, giraffe, rhino and elephant I’ve been 
ogling through binocs these past few days. 

FOOD STUFF
Once you’ve had your scrambled 
eggs on a slice of chef Siziwe 
Nyamanda’s banana and pecan 
bread, nothing else will do. Here’s 
her recipe:
• 6 ripe bananas • 350g sugar  
• 4T syrup • 3 eggs • 200g 
butter, melted • 3t baking 
powder • 450g flour • 300g 
pecan nuts, chopped
Mash the bananas, add the sugar 
and combine well. Add the syrup 
and eggs, and stir. Add the 
butter, then the dry ingredients 
and mix well. Stir in the pecan 
nuts. Pour the mixture into a 
well-greased loaf tin and bake 
at 160˚C for one hour. 

TIME TRIAL
You will always see game, but each 
season offers a different experience:
•  In winter, predator cubs are born (there 

were four 10-day-old cheetah cubs 
on the reserve while we were there), 
and shy nocturnal animals can be 
spotted during the day (we saw three 
aardwolves). With the aloes in flower, 
you’ll see lots of malachite sunbirds.

•  In spring, the flowers are beautiful.
•  In November, December and January 

antelope calves are born, and the 
days are longer. Summer is also 
good for spotting migratory birds.

•  Hot tip: try Sakhi’s hot chocolate 
with Amarula Cream on your evening 
game-drive drink stop. You might 
never go back to G&T. 

‘It’s a celebration of Eastern Cape
Frontier style with a twist’

P top roW, FroM LEFt Melton’s 
private pool; the lodge is nestled 
in the Great Fish river Valley. 
MiDDLE roW, FroM LEFt 
Bathrooms provide front-row 
seats for game-viewing; a four-
year-old male lion recovers from 
a fight (luckily we missed that!); 
the must-taste banana and pecan 
bread. BottoM roW, FroM 
LEFt our surprise bush-breakfast 
venue; the kitchen and dining 
area with cookie jars full of freshly 
baked waistline-challenging treats; 
sporting trophies make perfect 
succulent planters.
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FAST FACTS
•  rates for the villa during low season (7 to 31 January, 

10 april to 30 september) are r18 000 per day; during 
high season (1 February to 9 april, 1 October to 
6 January) it costs r33 250. this includes all meals 
cooked by a private chef, local drinks and two 
game drives a day. For more info call 011-809-4300  
or visit www.ccafrica.com.

•  Kwandwe is a two-hour road transfer from Port 
elizabeth airport.

IDeas tO steal
•  take old school and sporting trophies (pictured 

above left) out of storage (or source some at a  
second-hand shop) and use them as sugar bowls  
or as pots for succulents.

•  stack old leather suitcases (pictured above right) on 
top of each other and use as a coffee or side table.

•  Make a guest bathroom more inviting by removing 
bath crystals from the packaging and displaying them 
in a beautiful bowl, ready to use (pictured below). 

READER OFFER
CC africa is offering HL readers a 
special rate of r9 000 per night for 
Kwandwe Melton Manor, which sleeps 
eight. the offer is valid until 30 september and 
includes accommodation; two game drives a day 
with a private ranger and tracker; private chef and 
all meals; local branded spirits, wine and beers; 
teas and coffees; laundry; and emergency medical 
evacuation. the special offer excludes transfers 
to and from Kwandwe Private game reserve 
and any items of a personal nature. to book call 
011-809-4447, email reservations@ccafrica.com 
or visit www.ccafrica.com. 

Hand-crocheted blankets 
give a home-away-from-home 
feel to the bedrooms. the 
imbuia ball-and-claw table 
and armoire were both given 
a lick of paint in Melton’s 
signature salmon shade.
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